Scedosporium apiospermum brain abscess treated with surgery and voriconazole. Case report.
Scedosporium apiospermum is a fungus found in the soil and in contaminated water. Common cutaneous manifestations include Madura foot, a painless swelling on the sole of the foot. Invasive infection is usually associated with immunosuppression. The authors present a 16-month-old immunocompetent boy who had a near-drowning event. Following this, he was severely disabled with spastic quadriparesis. Early computerized tomography scans revealed diffuse hypoxic injury. Magnetic resonance images obtained 3 months after the initial event demonstrated multiple ring-enhancing lesions in the brain. Aspiration of the lesion was performed. Scedosporium apiospermum, the asexual form of Pseudallescheria boydii, was cultured. Conventional antifungal agents were commenced, with minimal effect. The child was subsequently treated with a new antifungal agent, voriconazole, a broad-spectrum triazole antifungal agent with good penetration into the cerebrospinal fluid. The patient improved, with a good radiological outcome and a moderate clinical outcome. The authors review the use of voriconazole for central nervous system infections and review the literature on S. apiospermum associated with near drowning.